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THE HISTORY OF CHRISTMAS TREES

For centuries plants and trees that remain green all year have had a special meaning for
people in the winter. Throughout the world, cultures have used these evergreens in celebrating
their winter traditions.

In the Northern Hemisphere, the shortest day and longest night of the year (which now falls on
December 21) was called the winter solstice. Many people believed that the sun was a god
and that winter came every year because the sun became ill and weak. The solstice was
celebrated because it meant that at last the sun god would begin to get well. Evergreen
boughs that decorated their homes reminded the people of all the green plants that would
grow again when the sun god became strong again.

The ancient Egyptians followed a similar tradition with their sun god, Ra, who had the head of
a hawk and wore the sun as a blazing disk in his crown. They would fill their homes with green
palm rushes which symbolized for them the triumph of life over death.

Early Romans celebrated this time of year with a feast called the Saturnalia, in honor of
Saturn, the god of agriculture. They knew the solstice meant that soon farmlands would be
green and fruitful. They decorated their homes and temples with evergreen boughs.

In Northern Europe, the mysterious Druids also decorated their temples with evergreen
boughs as a symbol of everlasting life. The Vikings in Scandinavia thought that evergreens
were the special plant of their sun god, Balder.

But it is Germany that is credited with starting the familiar tradition of the Christmas tree as we
know it. In the 16th century, Germans brought trees into their homes and decorated them. Or if
evergreen trees were scarce, they brought in other types of wood and constructed pyramid-
like structures that were decorated with greenery, berries, and sometimes, candles. Legend
has it that it was Martin Luther, the 16th century Protestant reformer, who first added lighted
candles to Christmas trees. The story goes that one winter evening while he was walking
home, he was awed by the brilliance of stars twinkling among the trees. So to recapture this
scene for his family, he put up a tree in the main room of his home and secured lighted
candles to its branches.
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It was not until the mid-19th century that decorated evergreen trees in the home became a tradition in
the United States. However, this is not surprising it took so long because of the beliefs of the New
England Puritans. To them, Christmas was sacred and any ostentatious displays or decorations in
one's home or on one's property was considered pagan. Pilgrim governor, William Bradford attempted
to stamp out this "pagan mockery" by penalizing those who engaged in any frivolity regarding
Christmas. Also, during this time, in England, Oliver Cromwell preached against the "heathen
traditions" of such things as Christmas carols, decorated trees, and any joyful expression that
"desecrated that sacred event" of Christ's birth. In 1659, the General Court of Massachusetts enacted a
law making any observance of December 25 (other than a church service) a penal offense. People
were fined for hanging any sort of decorations. And that sternness continued until the 19th century with
the influx of German and Irish immigrants. No wonder it took until the 1830's when the first recorded
Christmas tree, put o display by German settlers in Pennsylvania, made headlines with no
repercussions, and the tradition of the Christmas tree took hold in the United States.

In 1846, Queen Victoria and her German Prince, Albert, were sketched in the Illustrated London News
standing with their children around a Christmas tree. Because Victoria was such a popular Queen, the
concept of a decorated tree became fashionable and acceptable on both sides of the Atlantic. The
Christmas tree had finally arrived.

Not surprising, while Europeans used smaller trees, about four feet in height, Americans liked their
Christmas trees to reach from floor to ceiling. And ornaments from Germany were very popular on
American trees. Other popular decorations for American trees grew from stringing popcorn and berries,
or other homemade items, to cookies, nuts and bright colored paper. With the advent of electricity,
candles and their fire danger were no longer a threat and Christmas trees could glow for days. With
this, Christmas trees began to appear in town squares across the country, and having a Christmas tree
in the home became an American tradition.

CHRISTMAS TREE TRIVIA:

• Christmas trees have been sold commercially in the United States since about 1850
• Franklin Pierce, the 14th president brought the Christmas tree tradition to the White House
• Thomas Edison's assistants came up with the idea of electric lights for Christmas trees
• Teddy Roosevelt banned the Christmas tree from the White House for environmental reasons
• In 1912, the first community Christmas tree in the United States was erected in New York City
• In 1923, President Calvin Coolidge started the National Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony now

held every year on the White House lawn
• In 1963 the national Christmas Tree was not lit until December 22nd because of a national 30 day

period of mourning following the assassination of President Kennedy
• In 1979, the National Christmas Tree was not lighted except for the top ornament. This was done in

honor of the American hostages in Iran
• In 1984, the National Christmas Tree was lit on December 13th with temperatures in the 70's,

making it one of the warmest tree lightings in history
• The tallest living Christmas tree is believed to be the 122 foot, 91 year-old Douglas fir in the town of

Woodinville, Washington
• Christmas trees are grown in all 50 states including Hawaii and Alaska
• California, Oregon, Michigan, Washington, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, and North Carolina are the top

Christmas tree producing states
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CHRISTMAS ELVES SIGN UP

The sign-up sheet for Christmas Elves is on the Bulletin Board.

The delivery dates are December 3rd thru December 20th.

Please sign up if you wish to be an ELF and I will be in touch with you

about your route. Thank you.

Ed Swindelles

HOW TO SUBMIT ARTICLES

Articles for Sweet Times may be submitted for consideration for publication by placing them in the box at the
clubhouse. We must have your name and phone number, in case we have questions. The deadline is the 22nd of
every month.

If you would like to have your anniversary included in Sweet Times, we will need to know the month, day, and how
many years you are celebrating. We need this information before the deadline for the issue in which it should appear.
As a reminder, we do not retain anniversary dates from year to year, so you will need to submit the date to us each
year.

Changes or items for the calendar should be submitted by whoever is in charge of that event.

We do keep a listing of birthdays, but if yours is not already included, we need the month and day only.
Thank you.

June and Howard Shaw, Editors

DICK DAVIDSON
Our sincere condolences to the family and friends of Dick Davidson who passed away on
November 9th 2017.

HERVE DANIS
Our condolences to the family and friends of Herve Danis a former long time resident who passed
away on October 31st 2017.

JOHNEANNE GIBBONS
Many condolences to the family and friends of Johneanna Gibbons who passed away on
November 14, 2017.
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COMMUNITY YARD SALE

Each year, the community yard sale has a jewelry table which is always a very successful part of
the sale. If you have any jewelry to contribute to the sale, it can be dropped off at any time to
Jeanette DeLisi. Please check your jewelry boxes and dresser drawers. You never know what you
may find.

Also, if you are up north for the summer, please remember to bring any unwanted jewels back to
Sweetwater with you!

RESIDENT TALENT SHOW

The Social Club is planning a night of talent on February 3,
2018. Anyone wishing to participate can contact Mary

Slevinski at 863-875-7595. You do not have to be a graduate
of Juilliard to perform. Whether you can sing, dance, play an

instrument, tell jokes, or think you can, please sign up for a night of fun!

FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

During the Holiday Season only (December 1st January 5th) the white bulbs may be replaced with
colored bulbs. Green bulbs for odd number houses and Red bulbs for even number houses.
All other times a white 40 watt light bulb should be in the lamppost. This is according to Rule 3 K.

Reminder on gate codes. Know who you give your 4 digit code to, as you are responsible if
anything happens in the community associated with that code. All codes are recorded in the office.

K. Exterior Lampposts
Exterior lamppost lights shall be erected by the Corporation in the front yard of the property with
the name of the owner of the property attached hereto. No other signs or advertisements may be
attached to the lamppost. All lampposts shall be uniform and have "acorn" globes with 40 watt (or
equivalent) white bulb lights. During the Holiday Season only (December 1st-January 5th) the white
bulbs may be replaced with colored bulbs. Lampposts shall be equipped with light sensors which
shall operate year round. All acorn globes must have house numbers to assist emergency
vehicles. Letters must be black 3" high cutout or translucent backing (No solid background) placed
facing the street. Lampposts and signs shall be maintained by lot owner.
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Your goal is to fit the PUZZLE PIECES into their proper places in the diagram to reveal a quotation.
Fill the diagram by placing the PUZZLE PIECES horizontally into their corresponding sections of the
diagram. There are 16 sections. Identified by letter/number combinations (A-1, A-2, A-3, etc.).The
quotation reads left to right. line by line. A black square Indicates the end of a word. One PUZZLE
PIECE has been entered for you.

--------------------------------------------------------PUZZLE PIECES------------------------------------------------------------

ANSWER TO PUZZLE ON PAGE 18
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ATTENTION SOCIAL CLUB MEMBERS

THE APRIL 1st 2018 THROUGH MARCH 30th 2020 TERM OF OFFICERS ELECTION
WILL TAKE PLACE ATTHE MARCH 14th 2018 SOCIAL CLUB MEETING.

ACCORDING TO OUR ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION A MEMBER MUST BE IN GOOD
STANDING TO BE AN OFFICER OR ADVISOR AND BE ABLE TO VOTE IN THE
ELECTION OR FOR ANY ISSUES BROUGHT BEFORE THE MEMBERSHIP.

THE ADVISOR POSITIONS ARE APPOINTED UNLESS THERE IS MORE THAN ONE
PERSON INTERESTED, IT WILL THEN GO TOAVOTE.

ANY MEMBER WHO IS INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING THEIR REQUEST TO BE A
CANDIDATE FOR ANY OF THE OFFICES, PLEASE PLACE A WRITTEN REQUEST IN
THE SOCIAL CLUB BOX, IN THE LOBBY, BY FEBRUARY 13, 2018.

THE CANDIDATES WILL BE ANNOUNCED ATTHE FEBRUARY 14TH MEETING AT
THE FEBRUARY MEETING WE WILL ALSO OPEN THE FLOOR TO ANY
ADDITIONAL NOMINATIONS.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS WITH REGARD TOTHE RESPONSIBILITES ON
ANY OF THE POSITIONS, PLEASE CONTACT JEANETTE AT 956-3403.

THANKYOU,
SWEETWATER SOCIAL CLUB

EVENING OUT DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
German food and music

Plus time for shopping in Sanford, Florida
Cost: $66.00 per person

Contact Dick Gilbert or Anita Love

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Please remember when putting in your holiday bulb in your outside pole lamp: Red lights are for
even numbered houses and Green lights are for odd numbered houses. Thank you for keeping
this Tradition alive!!
JoAnn Swindelles
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Board of Directors Informational
Meeting Thursday September 28,

2017 2:00 PM
Post Hurricane Irma Community Meeting

Present: Larry Bearfield, Steve Gade, Fred Mullin, Bruce Julin, Mike Kahn, and Ed Swindelles.
Absent: Cliff Jackman.

Larry- This meeting is to discuss the hurricane. We were very confident that the generators and
water pumps as stated at the 9/8 meeting were online and everything was checked, changed and
in working condition. We can't anticipate mechanical problems. Like everything else we did our
best. The last hurricanes in 2004 the BOD had no generators. So in 2005 an 80KW generator to
run the Clubhouse at a cost of $35,000.00 and a 50KW generator to run the front pump at the
well for a cost of $9100.00 and also purchased a rebuilt 125 KW generator for the WWTP at a
cost of $25,000.00. They have been run for an hour every week for 52 weeks and had no
problems. It ran for 2 1/2 days and then broke a rod, no fault, just a mechanical thing. Everything
going forward is at a cost to the community. It will be what you want to pay for this. The water
pump at the front well cost $4800.00 to repair and the two pumps at the WWTP cost $8000.00.
Insurance will likely pay for most of these expenses. The cost to repair the generator at the
WWTP is roughly $42,000.00 or we have a bid for $52,000.00 to purchase a new one. Keep that
in mind, sometimes it is better off to buy new instead of repairing. We have a 2% wind/hurricane
damage deductible, and the insurance is working on the claim. Would like to mention that the
Clubhouse is not an emergency shelter, we did feel the Clubhouse was safer than your home and
you were welcome to be here. If you are gone during the summer you should notify the office and
leave a number to reach you.

Mike- For the new residents, I want to let you know that the Sweet Times is published by June
and Howard Shaw and they have been doing it for over 28 years. We want to thank them for all
they do. Window stickers are available in the office. Also there is a security form in the office for
you to sign if you want us to enter your property. Two hurricane thank you's, one to John Johnson
with over 100 people here during the storm he kept everything running great. Working with the
people and watching over the building. Kept the kitchen open and made food available for
volunteers and doing the clean up. Second, John Tadakowsky held the handicap door closed
during the storm. Also Larry and Steve were in the pool with nets cleaning out the leaves. And
Perry Harkness helping in the hot sun for hours in the pool and around. All did a fantastic job.
Real community effort. Also Gil Coonfare, he was everywhere. At the pump out front on #13
generator and at the Clubhouse, working hard.

Ed- Most of my thank you's were just said by Mike. Channel 95 went down, it is working with
video only for now. Spectrum is looking for a part, it is an analog system and parts are hard to
find. Channel 732 is working, but only music. Should be back up soon. The panels for the
canopy at the dog park were removed for the storm and stored at the maintenance building, they
are now back up. Thanks to Chuck Uplinger he diagnosed the electrical problem at the front
pump right away, 24 hours before our electrician was able to get here.



December 2017 Sweet Times Page 13

Bruce- Had some damage to the pool fence by the filter system. Going to have to replace both
heaters. Insurance will be paying for this as well. One solar panel was hit by flying debris, will be
getting that fixed soon. The nets at the tennis court were taken down and will be staying down
until the storm season is over. The canopy at the Pub was also taken down and will remain down
for now. Want to thank Terry & Lee Friedman for keeping the Pub open and giving away free
beer, pop and water. Tried to make folks comfortable.

Fred- This clubhouse was built in the 80's and after Hurricane Andrew was in the late 90's. All
the windows at the clubhouse were replaced in 2002 and they meet the new criteria from the
building codes that are now in effect, to withstand 140 mph winds. Need to clarify that people
were saying there was not a mandatory evacuation. Fred read the county issue warning to
evacuate. A list of appropriate shelters is posted in the newspaper, some of which are pet friendly
and have special needs available too. People were saying this is an approved shelter, this is not. If
you feel safer you can come here. Putting together information, and it is on the website-
sweetwatercommunity.net. It contains what you need to do and where to go. We were sure
everything was OK. Didn't work out that way, the BOD did their best. There is roof damage from
the storm and we are getting it repaired.

Steve- Thanks everyone for your help, especially the maintenance crew.

Comments:
Danny Bell-67 Straphmore. Why did you change the dogs allowed in the craft room rule? (L)
They were able to come here after the last hurricane and some people are more comfortable with
their pets with them.
Bob St. Germain-222 York Cottage. Did you check with your attorney or insurance company
about liabilities to be in the Clubhouse during the storm if it is not an approved shelter? Does SW
have a plan for disasters? (L) No one was injured and it was the individual persons choice to be
here. We have a protocol that we follow for preparation and a guide for residents is posted on the
website.
Butch Clark-369 Melbourn. Seems to be a no-brainer for the cost of repairs to the cost of a new
generator.
Ruth Bauer-326 Victoria. We need a lost and found after a storm, I lost some big things and it
would have been nice if someone found them to be able to get them from one location.
Charles Grisdale-95 Newcastle. I heard a rumor that the downfall of equipment was the fault of
the BOD. That is not true, it is mechanical equipment and can fail at any time. Thanks to the
BOD for all they did for the storm.
Ruth Robinson-405 Dartmouth. We were blessed with just a little damage after the storm. I was
wondering if there is anyone in here that will help with repairs. We don't want to file an
insurance claim. (L) Will post on the bulletin board and see if anyone is interested in helping.
Audrey Mahakian-176 Dartmouth. Where do we get the tarps. (L) You can check to see if FEMA
is issuing any or you may have to buy them at Lowe's or Home Depot. Karen Slump-123
Victoria. We should have been done to peoples homes before the storm. I drove around the
community and noticed a lot of items that could blow laying
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loose in residents yards, and they were not here. Things should be put away before they leave and the
neighbors should not have to get others homes ready.
Judie Gilbert-107 Leopold Lane. If you are staying in your home during the storm you should notify
the office so someone can check on you after the storm is over.
Dick Tallant-65 Straphmore. I think the BOD did a tremendous job.
Randy Hutton-415 Victoria. A few things, someone went out in the storm and picked up an oxygen
tank for someone. We need to plan for disasters, have meetings to discuss what went good and/or
wrong. Prevent things from happening like the well pump. Whoever does service contract for the
generators should be trained. The day after the hurricane I noticed someone from maintenance was
on the golf course using the blower to clean off the greens. (S) They needed to clear the debris off of
the greens so it did not do any damage. All the yard waste, why isn't Trash Taxi picking it up? (L)
FEMA is going to pick this up, not sure when, but Trash Taxi will not be picking up large amounts
of yard waste. Sweetwater has been looking into a wood chipper, but of course there are none to be
found now.

Next Informational Meeting will be Friday October 13th and the Board of Directors meeting will be
Friday October 20th at 3:00 PM in the Ballroom.

Meeting concluded at 3:55 PM.

PAINT NIGHT

WE ARE HAVING A CHRISTMAS

THEMED PAINT NIGHT FOR ANYONE

WHO WANTS TO JUST ENJOY A NIGHT OF FUN AND

RELAXATION.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1st@ 6 P.M..................$35 IN THE

BALLROOM: INCLUDES PAINTS AND CANVAS .......... YOU

GET TO TAKE IT HOME.

TICKETS SOLD AT THE BUSINESS OFFICE

QUESTIONS: CALL LUCILLE 863-221-9563
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Board of Directors
Informational Meeting Friday

October 13,2017 3:00 PM

Present: Larry Bearfield, Steve Gade, Fred Mullin, Bruce Julin, Ed Swindelles. and Cliff
Jackman. Absent: Mike Kahn.

Larry- The building at the maintenance area is on hold for now. Looking at purchasing a new
generator. We have gotten a check for $7800.00 to cover pool heater and lamp post, from
insurance so far and $1200.00 is pending. Not sure what we will get for generators from
insurance so will wait until we get notification as to what we will be reimbursed. A few years ago
we had some work done at the docks and the contractor did not pull a permit with the DEP, and
the contractor is now out of business. The DEP said if you don't get a new survey to include the
addition to the dock area we can pull your lease and give you a hefty fine. We have finally gotten
a surveyor, the one we previously hired was inadequate and he can no longer be contacted. At a
cost of $5500.00, which is better than the fine and lose our dock lease. Bruce, Steve and I
attended a meeting on Wednesday regarding Lake Eva. They are going to flow water from Lake
Henry to Lake Eva while doing a study.

Ed- We have had some problems with channel 95. The video is working on both channel 95 and
732, have recording problems with both. Spectrum is working on them. Mike Kahn is out of
town for a month or so. Put in a work order for the Bocce Ball to clean up and put down sand.
Discussion if this is a retirement community or a 55+ community. A lot of people are still
working and can't make the 3:00 meetings, they have a valid complaint. Summer events-Derby
Day, Mother's Day and Father's Day and trivia, all went well. Taking donations for the Veteran's
plaque.

Cliff- Will be discussing with the Finance Committee regarding the payback for the land
purchase, it looks like an increase of $5.00 per month for 10 years to equal the $250,000.00. Do
not have to payback for the balance as it was taken from the Real Estate Fund. We haven't had an
increase in 2 years so we will have a slight increase this year. Finance Committee will be meeting
November 8 and 15. The committee consists of Perry Harkness, Bruce Julin, Lois Steiniger, Ruth
Freer, Jan Swayze, Fred Mullin and Ray White.

Bruce- To clarify about the property purchase, the BOD discussed as to how it would be paid
for prior to the vote. The Pub's bottle washer is not working, has been rebuilt twice, going to get
a new one for $399.00. Jawna Reints was hired to clean the pub from top to bottom and did a
great job. Plan to put in schedule to keep it clean. Pool-both heaters went down during the
hurricane. The cost for replacing is approximately $8500.00, we have received $4500.00 from
insurance, should be installed sometime next week. The solar heater is doing well, had to be
fixed from the hurricane also. Had a panel replace for $750.00, which is also covered under
insurance. We took the awning from the pub window down for the hurricane and will keep it
down until the stormy season is over. Also the wind screens at the tennis courts are down for the
season. The fence around the
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pool pumps took a hit and will be repaired. The Bocce Ball court was done on Tuesday, if further
work is needed maintenance will be notified. Shuffleboard is OK, checking on the lights. We are
looking for a cart to haul garbage bags from the kitchen to garbage can. They get dragged across
the shuffleboard courts and rip and leave a stain. -

Fred- Seems we are always having to tell people to fill out architectural requests to make
changes to their property. In the past we have had a color chart and when residents come to view
them they take them and then they disappear. You can pick out the color you want, staple it to the
application and it will go to the Architectural Committee for review, if approved they will issue a
permit, if not approved the BOD will make the decision. When we get complaints we have to act
on them. We have hired a man to do the caps on the sea walls, he will work it in during other
jobs, but he is backed up due to the hurricane. It probably won't be done now until after the first
of the year. We had some roof damage here at the clubhouse. Had is temporarily fixed to stop the
leaks and getting quotes to replace the damaged area. I have asked the BOD for their thoughts of
having someone that is not a shareholder, but lives with a shareholder, to sit on committees, and
the BOD has no objection. It doesn't violate our rules or FS 720 (HOA) or 617 (NOT FOR
PROFIT). We agree they can be on the committee, but not the chair. All committees are public
and you can come and be involved.

Steve- Section A of the docks have been completed, give us some reviews on what you think. It
was raised up 8 inches. We are now looking at section B, same guy that is doing the sea wall
caps. The netting around the R/V spots came down during the hurricane, will be going to
reinstall. Golf Board- post sign up sheets on bulletin board for all events, make sure you sign up
on the right sheet.

Comments:
Charles Grisdale-95 Newcastle. The aquafor is being dug out. There is rotting wood around the
dock and screen house. S-we are working at replacing those boards. A lot of trees and branches,
how are they going to be removed? L-FEMA will be doing the tree removal here soon, spoke
with the county today. Our trash company does yard waste, but have been told FEMA will be
doing the big stuff. Maybe chipping. Black top needs some repairs. F-take measurements and
bring to the RSG meeting.
Joan Gade-31 Edinburgh. Article in the paper today about tree waste in gated communities. S-we
have already applied.
Butch Clark-369 Melbourn. When fixing the Bocce courts can they work on the horseshoe pits
too.
Nate Dalhman-372 Melbourn. We used to pay $500.00 to golf, then it went to $2.00. Losing a lot
of money, raise the amount higher. L-this is a golfing community and you knew that when you
bought in here.
Barb Richardson-35 Edinburgh. We all pay for everything in community, not just a few things of
your interest.

Next Informational Meeting will be Friday November 10th and the Board of Directors meeting
will be Friday November 17th at 3:00 PM in the Ballroom.

Meeting concluded at 3:45 PM.
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
@ Clubhouse, Friday October 20, 2017 3:00 PM

President Larry Bearfield called the meeting to order at 3:00 PM. Secretary Ed
Swindelles gave proof of due notice, roll call was taken, constituting a quorum.

Present: Larry Bearfield, Steve Gade, Ed Swindelles, Bruce Julin, Fred Mullin, and Cliff
Jackman . Absent: Mike Kahn.

Bruce Julin made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes from the May 26, 2017
Board of Directors meeting and to approve them as posted. The motion was seconded
by Cliff Jackman the motion passed unanimously.

Bruce Julin moved to accept the Treasurers report as presented (as posted on bulletin
board in the Clubhouse) seconded by Ed Swindelles and passed unanimously.

Old Business: None for this meeting.

New Business:
Motion by Bruce Julin to purchase 2 new Raypak digital ASME 400,000 BTU

commercial pool heaters at a cost not to exceed $9000.00 from Pinch A Penny with
insurance reimbursement of $4500.00 from hurricane damage. Motion passed
unanimously.

Announcements:
Larry Bearfield noted that an employee has resigned and will be conducting

interviews soon.
SteveGade said you are personally responsible for the 4 digit code you have been

assigned. People are coming in using someone's code. The codes are recorded in
the office. And Christmas lights in your lamp posts, they can only be up from
December 1 to January 5th. Green lights are on odd numbers and red lights on even
numbers. Had some trouble with the new Ledger driver speeding and almost hit an
employee, talked with the supervisor and the driver has been reprimanded.

Cliff Jackman stated that the Finance Committee will be meeting on Wednesday
November 8th and November 15th at 9:00 AM in the Pub.

There being no other business before the Board Cliff Jackman made a motion to
adjourn and it was seconded by Bruce Julin. The motion carried and the meeting
adjourned at 3:10 PM.

Next Meetings:
The next Board of Director informational meeting will be Friday November 10th at 3:00
PM and the Board of Directors meeting will be Friday November 17th at 3:00 PM in the
Ballroom.
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VETERANS' DAY THANK YOU

Two hundred residents including sixty-two
veterans attended our Veterans' Day service.
Without our volunteers, it would be impossible for
us to have this annual ceremony. Thank You to
the following people: Pastor Gerry Niles, Jim
Bozeman, Brandon Prior, and Bob Shea for the
program; Larry Bearfield, Tom Benard, Gil
Coonfare, Don Rhodes, Ziggy Slevinsky, and Ed
Swindelles for flag bearers; Rachel Knight,

Connie Coonfare, Lil Rhodes, Myrna
Palmer, Peggy Walters, Robin Guilford,
Gansziniec Family, Roily & Bonnie Laprise,
Gwen Julin, and Joni Massad for clean-up;
Marge Graber, Betty Reisser, Terry Henry,
Jeanette DeLisi, Joan Gade and Linda
Kahn for food set-up; Mike Kahn and Tom
Rogers for picking up the sandwiches at
Walmart; Don Swayze and his chair crew;
Ed Swindelles for setting up the coffee and
shopping; Marilyn Best, Lisa Willis, Kathy
LeBlanc for a great job on decorations; Ray
White who placed all the flags on the flag
poles and kept our veterans in line and
ready to march when their branch was
called; and Jawna Reints, our trusty
photographer.

Diane Rogers and Jeanette DeLisi
work all year seeking videos for our
ceremony. They bank them and then
review and choose what is appropriate for
our program. A special thanks to Diane for
the wonderful job she does on our
presentation.

Submitted by the Social Club

Since Charles and I will be returning

to Sweetwater later this year, we would

like to wish all our neighbors and

friends a Merry Christmas and Happy

New Year. We would also like to thank

our super neighbors Ed, Barb, Louise

and Jim for looking after our place in

the sun - and the hurricane.

Cora and Charlie Palm

ANSWER TO PUZZLE ON PAGE 9
It is said that in prehistoric times
cavemen had a custom of beating the
ground with clubs and uttering spine-
chilling cries. Anthropologists may
call this a form of primitive self-
expression. But when modern men go
through the same ritual. They call it golf.
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SOCIAL CLUB CALENDAR 2017

December 3 Sunday Resident Holiday Bingo 4:30 p.m.
December 4 Monday, Christmas Caroling 6:30 p.m.
December 6 Wednesday Yard sale meeting 10:00 a.m.
December 16 Saturday Christmas Potluck 5:00 p.m.
December 31 Sunday New Years Eve Party 8:00 p.m.

<<<<<<<<<<<<<2018>>>>>>>>>>

January 7 Sunday, Decoration Removal 9:00 a.m.
January 10 Wednesday Coffee 8:30 a.m.

Social Club Meeting 9:00 a.m.
January 21 thru 26.---Mon. - Thur. Yard Sale Setup Week
January 27 Saturday Yard Sale 8:00 a.m.

PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO SOCIAL CLUB MEETING IN DECEMBER. MEETINGS
WILL RESUME IN JANUARY 2018.

DECEMBER 2017

11Edinburgh: 1,800 sf furnished, golf cart garage, updates $112,900
12 Edinburgh: Site Built, furnished, on cul-de-sac. Only $74,900
61 Straphmore: 2,300 sf SITE BUILT, golf course/canal views $160,000
75 Straphmore: 1,296 sf on golf course, furnished with cart, upgrades $95,000
79 Straphmore: On pond, beautifully decorated and furnished, $125,000
114 Victoria: Golf views, 1994 furnished, great house, must see $105,000
141 Victoria Dr. 1,344 sf furnished with golf cart, new roof, nice lot $83,500
216 Dartmouth: corner lot, views of pond, garage, updates $110,000
226 York Cottage: 2/2 many updates, ss/steel appliances, cute $84,900
255 Ramsgate: 1996 home with many upgrades, open concept furn $86,900
289 Dartmouth: 1,288 sf 2/2, inside laundry, split bedrooms $84,900
334 Victoria 2/2, upgrades, front lanai, hard to find garage, $84,900
364 Melbourne: large 3 bedroom home, corner lot, year round sun porch $99,900

TO VIEW ANY HOME CALL LUCILLE @ 863-221-9563 OR ANITA @ 863-632-3152
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Sweetwater Golf Board of Directors meeting was held on Tuesday, November 7, 2017.

The meeting was called to order by President, Perry Harkness.

Present were Butch Clark, Joe McNamara, Gwen Julin, Kay Sevison & Janis Dykes. Absent was Danny
Bell. A quorum was established.

Guests present were Jack Hollowell, Charlie Grisdale and Steve Gade, BOD Liaison.

A motion was made by Butch Clark and seconded by Janis Dykes to accept the minutes as posted.

Kay Sevison presented the treasurers report. A motion was made by Butch Clark and seconded by Janis
Dykes to accept the report. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

Letter will be sent to BOD regarding designated areas of the cart path that the Golf Board is
requesting be resurfaced or patched. (Hole #4, #5, #6, #9, #11, #12 & #15).

Golf Board is waiting to receive 2 replacement ball washers, flags, sticks and cups
Gwen is considering new golf bag tags with Sweetwater Golf & Tennis Club for residents to

purchase for a nominal charge
Golf Board continues to discuss with Antigua, Slazenger and other companies to purchase

men's shirts & hats, ladies' shirts (sleeveless & short sleeved) and visors.
Golf Board continues to discuss issues with the greens.

NEW BUSINESS:

Veterans Day Tournament is scheduled for November 12th @ 1:00pm - Sunday - 2 Person
Scramble format.

Turkey Trot Tournament is scheduled for November 25th @ 9:00am - Saturday - 2 Person
Scramble

Election Board stated that they have 8 candidates for the Golf Board. 4 positions are available.
No nominations were made from the floor. Candidates are Jeff Berdini, Janis Dykes, Mike
Hasselmann, Jack Hollowell, Gwen Julin, Rolly Laprise, John Mueller & Rick Nelson.
Nominations were then closed. Election is scheduled for Tuesday, November 21st from 8:00am
to 4:00pm in the ballroom. Absentee ballots are available in the front office during regular
business hours. One (1) designated voter per residence (any shareholder who pays the
prevailing monthly assessment and is in good standing can vote).

Requested the Golf Board Liaison, Steve Gade to have Jason Morris, Golf Course
Superintendent to replace areas in the green with grass from the nursery green. The Golf Board
also requested any information as to what is going on with the greens, basically to be kept in the
loop as we field numerous questions from residents regarding the golf course.

Steve Gade stated that repairs to the capping on the sea walls and some hand rails should
begin shortly.

The next scheduled regular meeting will be held December 5th, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. in the library.

A motion was made by Butch Clark and seconded by Gwen Julin to adjourn. Motion carried.

Gwen Julin, Secretary Sweetwater Golf Board of Directors

News from the GOLF BOARD!!

Just a reminder...the Pro Shop will be posting the sign-up sheets 5 days in advance of all leagues
& golf outings for the men, women & couples. The Golf Board has also requested that the Pro
Shop continue to recalculate and post the handicaps on the 1st & 15th of each month. They will be
broken out by men & women and front & back tees.
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News from the GOLF BOARD Continued!

The Oktoberfest Tournament had a great turnout with 78 players. Closest to the pin winners are:

Hole #1 Gwen Julin Hole #6 Karen Wellman Hole #10 Gil Coonfare Hole #13 Rick Sutter

Flight A Winner: Rolly & Bonnie Laprise Flight B Winner: Jack Hoffman & Betty Inghram

Flight C Winner: Jeff & Juliann Berdini Flight D Winner: Jim & Ritta Caldwell

Flight E Winner: Jim & Sue Barker

50/50 Winners ($45.00 each) William Wald & Zen Gansziniec

The Veterans Day Tournament had another great turnout with 74 players. Closest to the pin winners are:

Hole #l Camilla Vitek (2'1") Hole #6 Diane Mullin (6'4") Hole #10 Janis Beck (2') Hole #15 John Vitek (4'3")

Flight A Winner: Jack "Doc" & Debby Hollowell Flight B Winner: Erik Norberg & Verna Rowe

Flight C Winner: Jim & Mary Bray Flight D Winner: Jim & Norma Benesch

50/50 Winners ($42.00 each) Jack "Doc" & Debby Hollowell were a 2-time winner!

Remember!! The Turkey Trot is scheduled for Saturday November 25th @ 9:00am and the Christmas

Tournament is scheduled for Tuesday, December 26th @ 9:00am. We look forward to seeing you there!!

Thank you!!

WELCOME COMMITTEE

PLEASE WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW RESIDENTS TO SWEETWATER:

Lester Patterson 243 Ramsgate Way 479-925-3899 8/19 AR
Judy Patterson 479-621-5585 1/7 AR

Lisa Brouillard 163 Townbridge 863-662-3793 H 3/31 Rl
401-578-5680

We would like to thank everyone in Sweetwater for their kindness during our car accident. It shows
we have caring people here.

Thank you very much
Mike & Sharon Longyear

POTLUCK DINNERS

This year's Thanksgiving's potluck dinner was extremely difficult to organize. Due to this fact, please, in the
future, when signing up, please do the following on the signup sheet: print vour name so it is easier to read,
include your phone number, and indicate what food vou will be bringing to eliminate having too many
of the same food. This year's Christmas potluck will be on December 16. Your cooperation will be greatly
appreciated.
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SWEETWATER REGULAR SCHEDULED EVERY WEEK ACTIVITIES FOR DECEMBER 2017

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES NOT ON A WEEKLY SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2017

DELIVERY OF CHRISTMAS CARDS IS 3RD OF DECEMBER TILL DECEMBER 20, 2017

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

OPEN GOLF ALL DAY
7:00 EUCHRE - SIGN UP

8:00 TENNIS
9:00-10:30 GOLF LADIES

LEAGUE
10:00 WATER AEROBICS
10:00 PICKLE BALL
10:30-10:45 GOLF LADIES
10:45 OPEN GOLF

TILL DUSK
1:00 MAH JONGG
7:00 MENS DARTS

8:00 TENNIS
8:30-11:00 GOLF MENS

POINTS
9:00 EXERCISE & LINE

DANCING
10:00 WATER AEROBICS
10:00 BEAN BAG

BASEBALL
11:00 OPEN GOLF TILL

DUSK
1:00 BRIDGE
6:30 BINGO

7:45-9:00 OPEN GOLF
8:00 TENNIS
8:00 CERAMICS
9:00-9:45 GOLF LADIES
9:45-10:30 OPEN GOLF
10:00 WATER AEROBICS
10:00 PICKLE BALL
1:00-4:30 GOLF MIXED

COUPLES
1:00 NEEDLEWORK
6:30 PINOCHLE
7:00 DARTS
4:30 OPEN GOLF TILL

DUSK

8:00 TENNIS
8:30-10:30 GOLF MENS

POINTS
9:00 QUILT CLUB
9:00 HORSESHOES
10:00 WATER AEROBICS
10:00 BEAN BAG

BASEBALL
10:30-1:00 OPEN GOLF
1:00-1:30 LADIES GOLF

SCRAMBLE
1:00 MAH JONGG
1:30 OPEN GOLF TILL

DUSK
6:30 DOMINOES

8:00 TENNIS
8:30-11:30 GOLF MENS

SCRAMBLE
10:00 WATER

AEROBICS
11:30 OPEN GOLF TILL

DUSK

8:30 11:00 MIXED GOLF
COUPLES

11:00 OPEN GOLF TILL
DUSK

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
6:00 PAINT NIGHT

2

3
5:00 HOLIDAY
RESIDENT BINGO

4
7:00 CHRISTMAS
CAROLING

5 6
10:00 YARD SALE
MEETING

7
PEARL HARBOR DAY

8
3:00 BOARD
INFORMATIONAL MEETING

9

10 11 12
HANUKKAH BEGINS

13 14
3:00 RESOURCE
COMMITTEE MEETING

15
3:00 BOARD MEETIING

16
5:00 CHRISTMAS
POTLUCK

17 18 19 20 21
FIRST DAY OF WINTER

22
SWEET TIMES DEADLINE

23

24 25
CHRISTMAS

26
KWANZA BEGINS

27 28 29 30

31
NEW YEAR’S EVE
8:00 NEW YEAR’S
EVE PARTY



1 Susan Carlson
1 Terry LeBlanc
4 Derek Mitchell
4 Diane Mullin
5 Charles Appenzeller
5 Richard Sumner
6 Jim Gates
6 Diane Turnes
8 Patty Stein

12 Ed Buskirk
12 Jim Caldwell
12 Ann Records
13 Patty Butcher
13 Ruth Robinson

24 Mary Anne McQueen
26 Bonnie Laprise
27 Frank Dumais
28 Jerri Goulden
28 Dick Tallant
29 Bob Lawson
30 Bob Danis
30 Leo Gosselin
30 Liz Oswald
30 Wil Trottier
30 John Vitek
31 Sue Donnini
31 Debby Hollowell

15 Karen Shimp
15 Curtis Spaulding
16 Bob Legg
17 Janice Hughes
17 Andrea Uplinger
18 Carol Salazar
20 Mary Slevinski
20 Theresa Vance
21 Joyce Greenwood
21 Bonnie Stacy
21 Roger Verden
23 Joanne Knapik
23 Joyce Sizemore

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Sweetwater Community would like to wish the following residents a wonderful Birthday.

EARLY JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1 Keith Besecker
2 Mark Shimp
3 Willie Dement
3 Dottie Flemming
3 Lorie Zuckerman
4 Duane Cribley
4 Marc Default
4 Betty Hall
4 Phyllis Scott

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
70 Years - December 27

John & Mary Conlon
56 Years - December 9

Paul & Linda Zuckerman


